The Absalom Sydenstricker Mandarin Translation Bible, circa 1900

From the Booth Library Special Collections & Archives of Davis & Elkins College.

Absalom Sydenstricker (1852-1931), father of Nobel and Pulitzer prize-winning author Pearl
Sydenstricker Buck, is known to have created his own Mandarin translation of the Bible while
serving as a Presbyterian missionary in China during the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. The publication digitally reproduced here, now preserved in the Booth Library of the
Davis & Elkins College, is thought to have personally belonged to Sydenstricker and presumed to
be his own translation.

Note that the text of the volume has been inset with blank sheets of ruled paper after each page
of printed text. These inserts were likely added after publication leading to the supposition that the
Bible was disbound and rebound with the added sheets at a later date. Some of the added sheets
have handwritten notes, including a verse from Ephesians — “By grace we are saved” (chapter 2
verse 5). The handwriting in these annotations matches that of Sydenstricker.

Only the text block of the book survives. The spine covering, front and rear covers, and
endpapers are no longer extant. The last page of the Bible has been identified as Chapter 22,
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