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From the Booth Library Special Collections & Archives of Davis & Elkins College.

Absalom Sydenstricker (1852-1931), father of Nobel and Pulitzer prize-winning author Pearl 
Sydenstricker Buck, is known to have created his own Mandarin translation of the Bible while 
serving as a Presbyterian missionary in China during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. The publication digitally reproduced here, now preserved in the Booth Library of the 
Davis & Elkins College, is thought to have personally belonged to Sydenstricker and presumed to 
be his own translation. 

Note that the text of the volume has been inset with blank sheets of ruled paper after each page 
of printed text. These inserts were likely added after publication leading to the supposition that the 
Bible was disbound and rebound with the added sheets at a later date. Some of the added sheets 
have handwritten notes, including a verse from Ephesians – “By grace we are saved” (chapter 2 
verse 5). The handwriting in these annotations matches that of Sydenstricker. 

Only the text block of the book survives.  The spine covering, front and rear covers, and 
endpapers are no longer extant. The last page of the Bible has been identified as Chapter 22, 



Absolom Sydenstricker 的中文圣经, 年代约为1900
 
出自戴维斯及艾尔金斯大学布斯图书馆珍藏
 
Absolom Sydenstricke（1852-1931）是诺贝尔文学奖获奖作家赛珍珠的父亲，于十九
世纪末至二十世纪初在中国作为长老教派传教士，期间自行将其圣经翻译成中文。
这里数字化复制的中文圣经，乃出自戴维斯及艾尔金斯大学布斯图书馆的珍藏，被
认为是赛先生个人拥有并且翻译的圣经。
 
请留意每一张印刷页后面带条纹的添加页，据推测，这本圣经之后有被拆开重新装
订过，而且加了这些空白页。添加页上有手写笔记，其中包括以弗所书第二章第五
节“靠恩典得救”的经文，这些注解的笔迹与赛先生的笔迹吻合。

此圣经仅存文本部分，书脊、封面和封底部分均已不存在，圣经的最后一页被确定
为“启示录”第二十二章。
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